
 

SUMMARY MINUTES (DRAFT) 
ABAG Regional Planning Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, February 7, 2018 
375 Beale Street, Yerba Buena Room, San Francisco, California 94105 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Councilmember Julie Combs, City of Santa Rosa, called the meeting of the Regional 
Planning Committee (RPC) of the Association of Bay Area Governments to order at 1:02 PM. 

A quorum of the committee was present. 

 

Committee Members Present         Jurisdiction 

 
Mark Boucher Bay Area Flood Protection Agencies Association 

(BAFPAA) 
Desley Brooks Councilmember, City of Oakland 
Monica Brown Supervisor, County of Solano 
Paul Campos Senior Vice President, Government Affairs, Building 

Industry Association 
Kathleen Cha League of Women Voters--Bay Area 
Tilly Chang Executive Director, San Francisco County 

Transportation Authority (SFCTA) 
Cindy Chavez Supervisor, County of Santa Clara  
Julie Combs Councilmember, City of Santa Rosa (Vice Chair) 
Diane Dillon Supervisor, County of Napa 
Pat Eklund Councilmember, City of Novato 
Martin Engelmann Deputy Executive Director of Planning, Contra 

Costa Transportation Agency 
Scott Haggerty Supervisor, County of Alameda 
Melissa Jones Executive Director BARHII, Public Health 
Michael Lane Policy Director, Non-Profit Housing Association of 

Northern California 
Jeremy Madsen Executive Director, Greenbelt Alliance  
Karen Mitchoff Supervisor, County of Contra Costa 
Julie Pierce Councilmember, City of Clayton 
David Rabbitt Supervisor, County of Sonoma (ABAG President) 
Matt Regan Senior Vice President of Public Policy, Bay Area 

Council 
Katie Rice Supervisor, County of Marin 
Carlos Romero Urban Ecology  
Al Savay Bay Area Planning Directors Association (BAPDA)   
Gregory Scharff Mayor, City of Palo Alto (ABAG Vice President) 
Scott Sedgley  Councilmember, City of Napa 

Egon Terplan Planning Director, San Francisco Bay Area 
Planning and Urban Research Association (SPUR) 

Members Absent  Jurisdiction 
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Thom Bogue Mayor, City of Dixon 
David Canepa Supervisor, County of San Mateo 
Pradeep Gupta Coucilmember, City of South San Francisco (Chair) 
Russell Hancock President & CEO, Joint Venture Silicon Valley 
Nate Miley Supervisor, County of Alameda 
Mark Ross Councilmember, City of Martinez 
James P. Spering Supervisor, County of Solano 
Monica E. Wilson Councilmember, City of Antioch 
 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF  
DECEMBER 6, 2017. 

Vice Chair Julie Combs recognized a motion by Scott Haggerty, Supervisor County 
of Alameda and seconded by Julie Pierce, Councilmember City of Clayton, to 
approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the RPC on December 6, 2017. 

Yes votes: Boucher, Brooks, Brown, Campos, Cha, Chang, Chavez, Combs, Dillon, 
Engelman, Haggerty, Jones, Lane, Madsen, Mitchoff, Pierce, Rabbitt, Regan, Rice, 
Romero, Savay, Scharff, Sedgley 

No votes: None 

Abstain: Eklund 

There was no discussion. 

The motion passed. 

 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Vice Chair Combs announced that RPC member Jeremy Madsen had resigned from the 
RPC, and thanked him for his many years of service. Member Madsen, in turn, thanked 
the RPC for providing a valuable forum for learning and sharing diverse perspectives on 
important regional issues. 

Vice Chair Combs announced that the RPC Housing Sub-Committee is considering how 
it might be useful as a means of public participation related to the CASA housing 
initiative, and how to assure its alignment with RPC and Executive Board in doing so. 
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5. SESSION OVERVIEW 

Ken Kirkey, Director of the Integrated Regional Planning Program, provided an 
overview of the meeting. 

 

6. REPORT ON HOUSING PERMITTING PERFORMANCE AND LOCAL HOUSING 
POLICY  

Gillian Adams, Principal Planner, presented findings from analysis of 2016 housing 
permits, including permits issued by each jurisdiction and spatial analysis relative to 
Priority Development Areas, Transit Priority Areas, and sites identified in local housing 
elements. This data is the basis for the Housing Incentive Pool (HIP) challenge grant, 
which rewards jurisdictions for producing affordable homes near transit. Ofelia Bello, 
Assistant Planner, shared information about the distribution of adopted local housing 
policies that can advance housing protections, preservation, and production in the Bay 
Area. RPC members were asked for their input on the policy toolkit, its components, and 
website interface. 

Following these presentations, a majority of the members present shared comments, 
generally expressing appreciation for release of these useful datasets, raising several 
questions about data collection methodology, and commenting on the appropriateness 
of rent stabilization policies. Members also expressed concerns about the proposed 
funding distribution methodology of MTC’s proposed Housing Incentive Program were 
raised and staff offered suggestions for venues for addressing these concerns.  

 

7. BAY AREA EARTHQUAKE SCENARIOS & EXISTING SEISMIC PILICIES  

Dana Brechwald, Resilience Planner, shared new research on the Bay Area’s seismic 
risk, detailing residential building damage estimates and displacement risk for 16 
scenario earthquakes. Ken Hudnut, US Geological Survey (USGS) Science Advisor for 
Risk Reduction, shared a detailed assessment of the direct and cascading impacts of a 
magnitude 7.0 earthquake on the Hayward Fault, and Cynthia Kroll, Chief Economist, 
outlined the economic analysis a group of teams, including ABAG/MTC staff, contributed 
to the scenario. Arrietta Chakos, a consultant to the Resilience Program, shared 
responsive actions the region can take to reduce risk and increase capacity to address 
the suite of earthquake impacts.   

Following these presentations, an active discussion ensued.  In summary:  

 there appeared to be an overall appetite to take action, general support for the 
four proposed policies, and many requests for a larger suite of local actions 
communities can take; 

 there was a range of opinion about the cost-benefit trade-offs related to moving 
from a life/safety standard for new construction seismic code standards to a post-
earthquake habitability standard, as well as requests for more information related 
to this issue; 
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 there was strong interest in ABAG and MTC supporting local and regional work 
to advance collaborative, best-practice recovery planning, responsive to multiple 
hazards, in particular, recognizing the lessons learned following the 2017 North 
Bay fires. 
 

8. FUTURES OVERVIEW 

Dave Vautin, MTC, presented an overview of the Futures planning process, including 
key components and deliverables.  Following a summary presentation, Mr. Vautin fielded 
questions and comments from several RPC members related to: 

 what, if anything, is lost with the proposed approach as compared to the 
approach used in the two previous planning cycles; 

 the  extent and method for soliciting private sector input; 

 concerns about potential lack of opportunity for substantive input from city 
governments, especially with respect to the Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
(RHNA). 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Vice Chair Combs adjourned the Regional Planning Committee at 3:00 PM. The next 
meeting of the Regional Planning Committee will be on April 4, 2018. 

 

 

Submitted: 

 

Wally Charles 

 

Date: March 14, 2018 

 

For information or to review audio recordings of ABAG Regional Planning Committee 
meetings, contact Wally Charles at 415.820.7993 or info@abag.ca.gov. 

For video recording of the meeting https://abag.ca.gov/meetings/regionalplanning.html 
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